on an affair with Anne Hyde, daughter of the Chancellor.
Indeed, he said he had secretly married the girl in Holland
before the Restoration. The secret was only now divulged
because her pregnancy was apparent. There was a great to-
do in which only Charles remained calm, although men
tried to tell him his dignity had been offended. Hyde flew
into a great fury. He knew he had enough enemies without
adding to them by marrying his child to the Duke of York.
They were already maliciously referring to his influence
over the King by calling him " Edward the Seventh " and
he nervously anticipated such attacks as actually came
when they could accuse him of trying to put his descend-
ants on the throne.

Charles had sent Ormonde and the Earl of Southampton,
both old friends of the father, to break the news. Hyde
was so angry he declared he would ** turn her out of his
house as a Strumpet/* but he only confined her to her
room, and neglected to guard her closely enough to keep
James from paying visits. However, he did curse the girl
with all the vigour of a seventeenth century vocabulary
enriched by theological reading, or, as he himself expressed
it, ** broke out into a very immoderate Passion against the
Wickedness of his Daughter/* If it was true, he said, that
she was really married, he was for sending her to the Tower
and impeaching her of high treason. He was ready to move
the impeachment himself in the House of Commons.

" He had much rather his daughter should be the Duke's
Whore than his Wife," he wrote years later. " In the for-
mer case Nobody could blame him for the Resolution he
had taken (to turn her out of his house) for he was not
obliged to keep a Whore for the greatest Prince alive."

Charles was vainly endeavouring to calm the outraged
parent when James further Complicated matters by